164  AN   INTRODUCTION   TO   CHILD  STUDY
At first children's conversation is concerned more fre-
quently with things than with people. By six years of age,
in free play situations, the percentage of socialized speech in
which the child exchanges thought with others, considers
their point of view, or tries to influence them is far larger
than the percentage of egocentric speech in which the child
talks without caring very much who listens and without try-
ing to get his companion's point of view. Children as young
as three years, however, have seemed to be able to get an-
other person's point of view. The differences in results of
investigations on this question may be due to differences in
the adult's interpretation of the child's response as well as
to differences in his environment. Language tends to be-
come progressively more social as children grow older. Dur-
ing the entire period 1 is a frequently recurring word. One
study 15 of the language development of 273 children varying
in age from eight months to six years shows vividly the
nai've interest of children in themselves. / occurred 2,543
times in 124 one-hour conversations and my, me, mine, and
we were used from 569 to 170 times. Although the personal
pronouns are used so extensively during these years, the little
child may really understand other persons better than he
understands himself.
The innumerable questions children ask between the ages
of three and six both use and improve their language ability.-
What and where questions tend to precede how, when, and
why questions. The interminable inquiries of preschool
children nearly drive parents to distraction. The child's
response to almost any statement is likely to be a question.
One parent of a four-year-old child said to him when he
started to climb up on one of the living room chairs, "Teddy,
your chair is to climb on, but grown-up chairs will get
scratched or break." This simple statement of fact evoked
a veritable avalanche of questions. "Then what will you
have to do?" "Why can't you fix it yourself?" "Will it
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